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Gov. Crist, You May
Now Kiss The Bride

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIOA

In The Spirit Of The Season,
WRXB Radio joined A
Cause To Help Others
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, right, and his new bride Carole
meet the media after their wedding Friday, Dec. 12,2008
BY BRENDAN FARRINGTON

ST. PETERSBURG (AP) Gov. Charlie Crist became the
first sitting Florida governor to
wed in nearly 42 years,
exchanging vows Friday at a
ceremony attended by some
200 relatives, friends and
celebrities.
The 52-year-old governor
wed his 39-year-old bride, New
York socialite Carole Rome, at
First United Methodist Church,
a short walk from Crist’s rented
condo in St. Petersburg. They
met at a dinner in New York
City in September 2007 and
Crist proposed less than 10
months later with a sapphire
engagement ring.
Crist kissed Rome briefly at
the end of the ceremony -

perhaps too briefly. She put her
hands on his face and kissed
him again. Afterward, the
couple walked out of the church
and

addressed

waiting

reporters.
“She’s a beautiful first lady.
I couldn’t be more excited,”
Crist said after the ceremony, in
which Rome wore a floorlength classic silk gown by a
Spanish designer purchased at
upscale Wedding Atelier in
Manhattan. “It’s a great night
for Florida and it’s a great night
for us.”
Attending the 20-minute
ceremony were former Florida
Gov. Bob Martinez, former

CRIST
continued on pg. 4
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ST. PETERSBURG - Bay
News 9 recently aired a story
about a local single parent who
had two jobs and at the same time
lost both of them. Her children
were having to miss school-and
she was facing eviction proceed
ings. The legendary WRXB
joined in to offer support by
soliciting donations over the air
waves of 1590 AM where the
response was so overwhelming
that just about everyone in the
community gave a helping hand.
“Once we heard the news our
staff knew that we had means to
empower the community to
action by sharing this story with
our listeners,” Donza Drummond,
general/sales Manager said.
Community empowerment is
no stranger to WRXB who has
survived for over three decades.

WRXB was established in 1976
by J. Eugene Danzey, a local
legend and pioneer of the
Tampa Bay area. Danzey hired
Drummond as a receptionist in
March 1997. Since then she has
worked her way into the position
of general/sales manager responsi
ble for marketing, sales and daily
operations.
WRXB radio station is located
on the south side of St. Petersburg
and run by a small production staff.
“The success ofthe station is due to
the hard work of our dynamic
team, program director Maurice
Sebastian, Ole School Icons Ivan
Summers and Billy Sherrod, Diane

Donza Drummond, General/Sales Manager, WRXB

Hughes, Lady Norma Miller,
Nicky Z and Smooth Michael
‘A,’” Drummond expressed.

The staff and management of
the legendary WRXB would like
to thank the community for their

Academy Prep Volunteer Speaker
NFL Alumni Arlo Henderson
Impacting The Future
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
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ST. PETERSBURG - Many
people find tremendous satis
faction volunteering for a cause
they care about. That satisfac
tion is what NFL Alumni Arlo
Henderson found in sharing his
life experiences with the boys
and girls at Academy Prep
Center of St. Petersburg.
Henderson spoke to the youth
regarding the importance
having goals, a good attitude,
and being prepared for opportu
nities that will come their way.
“Growing up requires you to try
harder,” Henderson said.
Academy Prep began in
1997 with boys in fifth and sixth
grades, and in the summer of
2000, with the success of its
program for boys, launched its
program for girls beginning with
grade five. During the middle

of
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listenership, continued support
and for keeping your dials locked
to 1590 AM ‘The Legend.’

NFL Alumni Arlo Henderson stands with students

of Academy Prep, from left to right, Amand Johnson, Simari
Turner, Yasmin Oliver and Shanteria Wilborn

school years, a most formative
time in a young life, we often
make decisions that can impact a
lifetime. In an overcrowded
classroom situation, there’s little
time to guide the child in trouble
and instill in him a love of
learning. Without that guidance,
however, many inner city youth
run the risk of becoming statis
tics — heading toward failure
and dropping out of the educa
tional system all together. Many
are on the brink of being
“written off” by the very organi
zations designed to prepare them
for a productive life. Academy
Prep is in the business of identi
fying these children, changing
lives and interrupting the cycle
that fuels poverty.
It’s unrealistic to expect a

ACADEMY
continued on pg. 3
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‘Secretary Of State’ Hillary Clinton To Face
High Challenges At State Department
BY GLORIA SAWYER
NNPA GUEST .
COMMENTARY

The
U.S.
State
Department is perhaps the eminent
instrument of global influence in
U.S. foreign policy formulation. In
the midst of questionable percep
tions of American foreign policy
standings in the community of
nations, the State Department
under the incoming Obama admin
istration is poised to potentially
change policy directives and
redefine the U.S. role as a global
manager in international affairs.
The concerns of international
interdependence and the subse
quent global economic meltdown
will warrant a new strategic course
and policy paradigm, one that
incorporates
both
intelligent
foreign policy articulation coupled
with cogent arguments in effective
international coalition building
and diplomacy. Established in
1789,
headquartered
in
Washington D.C. and employing
over 28,000 people, the U.S. State

Department is the oldest U.S.
executive department with approx
imately 42 departments and
bureaus, 260 U.S. embassies and
consulates in various countries.
This hierarchical structure
runs the. spectrum of Arms
Control, African issues, refugee,
immigration, Eastern, Pacific and
South Asian Affairs as well as
interventionism,
foreign
aid,
sanctions, public diplomacy and
covert activities.
The U.S. State Department
will warrant a skilled policy
framework that considers strategic
options and viable measures for
deterrence
before
employing
military engagements. U.S. intelli-

gent foreign policy management
must engage new global initiatives
to address matters of nation state
conflict and rogue nations with or
suspected of having nuclear capa
bilities.
This is especially evident
given the increasing need for
effective U.S. intervention and
management of non-traditional
global crisis such as sectarian
genocide,
human
trafficking,
global infectious disease, environ
mental degradation and sustain
able development coupled with
continued
threat
of global
terrorism as in the case of
Mumbai, India, as well as matters
of nuclear proliferation.
No one currently on the
American political scene may be
more prepared or suited for the
complexities of this appointment
than junior senator and former
U.S. First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton. A reasonable trajectory of
Sen. Clinton as secretary of state is
likely that of a Centrist (conven
tionally, a person who deals with

Sen. Clinton’s initiatives will not
be challenged. Perhaps, most chal
lenges will come from some
national media and pundits, as well
as political partisans and past
opponents versed in the politics of
divisiveness.
Other areas of challenge may
well be the lack of adequate racial
and cultural diversity in the state
department.
In the fragile international
balance of power, the immense
importance of greater racial and
cultural diversity as a strategic
conduit to promote security and
stability of U.S. foreign interest is
an undeniable fact. To this end,
there are likely to be structural and
procedural changes to redefine
policy that may well constitute an
increase in diversity in the state
department.
The expressed concerns of
former Secretary of State Colin
Powell, current Secretary of State
Dr.
Condoleezza Rice
and
Congressman Charles Rangel (DNY) notes the historical vacuum in

and assigning them as Foreign
Service Officers in Embassies in
Honduras,
Berlin,
Morocco,
Panama, Yemen, Burkina Faso,
Peru, Burma and other nations.
Such increased opportunities for
racial and cultural diversity will
likely open vast doors for AfricanAmerican and other minorities not
traditionally viewed as candidates
for these new global territories and
may indeed constitute a new
policy manifesto for Sen. Clinton.
As to the question of the
“seamlessness” between the newly
selected secretary of state and
President-Elect Barack Obama, it
is reasonable to project that Sen.
Clinton will demonstrate the sup
portive role as evidenced in the
surrogate position she assumed in
the president-elect’s campaign.
Discarding the implications of the
preventive paradigm where the
end justifies the means, the newly
emerging U.S. global strategic
direction may well be inclusive of
multilateralism, racial diversity,
multiculturalism, “soft power,”

facts and works in concert with

diverse racial and cultural repre

strategic militaristic, yet thematic

others to determine solutions), in
policy initiatives, yet also an
advocate of U.S. military strength.
Reasonably, one may speculate
that Sen. Clinton has the intellectu
al path, depth and command of
foreign policy issues as well as a
respect for the ethics of law and its
implications in successful interna
tional policy formulation and
intervention.
As secretary of state, and thus
executor of U.S. Foreign policy.
Sen. Clinton is certain to be a sig
nificant instrument of global
influence under the Obama admin
istration.
This does not presuppose that

sentation in the state department
and some, as Rangel, have taken
an active role in fostering
increased minority presence in
U.S.
foreign
assignments.
Congressman Rangel notes, “The
absence of minorities in our
embassies and official offices has
been astounding.” Programs such
as the Ralph J. Bunch International
Affairs Center housed at Howard
University D.C. Campus, over
seen by the Department of State is
one of several emerging academic
institutions fostering increased
minority presence in foreign
affairs by graduating AfricanAmerican and minority students

ethical foreign policy management
suggestive of a new age of
American pragmatism. This prag
matism may well be characterized
by policy morality in which the
lives of innocent civilians (noncombatant women and children)
are inherent and germane to U.S.
strategic policy formulation.
The American public and the
world may possibly anticipate
fewer military engagements of dis
cretion, which characterized the
Bush administration’s foreign
policy agenda and subsequent
erosion of American international
relations.

lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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‘Jesus Christ Vs. Santa Claus’
BY MICHAEL G. SHINN
NNPA COLUMNIST

The Friday after
Thanksgiving is referred to as
“Black Friday” by many in the
financial industry. This is the day
when American shoppers rise
early, flock to the stores and
unleash a month of buying that is
without precedent any other time
of the year. It is called “Black
Friday” because the financial
bottom line for many retailers
turns from red (loss) to black
(profit).
The Christmas season has
become a consumer spectacular
that is seemingly crucial to our
nation’s economy: Is that why
Santa Claus, in many instances, is
more revered than Jesus Christ?
Santa Claus’ Gospel is a Lie.
The Gospel of Santa Claus is a
lie that I, like most parents, have
helped to perpetuate. We have

been aided, co-opted and brain
washed by the masters of imagery
on Madison Avenue, Wall Street
and Disneyland.
Bing Crosby, Nat King Cole
and even Luther Vandross have
helped to paint images of a White
Christmas, red-nosed reindeers
and happy shoppers gleefully
looking for that last minute gift.
The gospel according to Santa
Claus is about money - big money
- and how big corporations can
coax that money out of our pockets
by turning “Wants” into perceived
“needs.”
I havea couple of questions for
you. Of the gifts you received or
gave this Christmas, how many
were really needed by you or the
person you gave them to? What
did you give to the proverbial
person “who has everything?” If
they have everything, why did you
even give them a gift?

During the Christmas season,
too many people buy things they
don’t need, with money they don’t
have, run up debts that they can’t
afford and all this for the wrong
reasons.
The
holiday
season
i^
supposed to be a religious obser
vance, but that fact has been lost in
the omnipresent marketing hype.
The Christmas spirit in modem
day America is all about selling
products! The social and psycho
logical pressure to overspend is at
its zenith during this time of the
year.
Jesus Christ’s Gospel is the
Truth.
“Advent is the four weeks
preceding Christmas. It is a time of
preparation for the celebration of
the birth of Jesus Christ. Each
Sunday we light a candle symbol
izing the four gifts that Christ
brought to us— Love, Hope,

Peace and Joy,” states the Rev.
Paul H. Sadler Sr., Pastor of Mt.
Zion Congregational Church in
Cleveland, Ohio. “Santa Claus
represents materialism. Material
objects, fame, fortune and power
are fleeting. We have to invest and
believe in the Holy Spirit. Santa
Claus can’t take you to Heaven.
Jesus Christ is the Truth and the
Light;”
As you read this, there is not
much we can do about this year’s
holiday season. We’ve paid our
dues to Santa Claus and the big
business community for this
season. However, let’s think about
next year’s holiday season and
how we can make it more mean
ingful in terms of celebrating the
true spirit of the season - the cele
bration of the Birth of Jesus Christ
and the gifts he brought to us.
Happy holidays and peace be with
you and your family.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Lights Of Lake Park
Illuminates Holiday Season
To Benefit The Hospice Of The
Florida Suncoast
CLEARWATER - The
public is invited to the Lights
of Lake Park throughout
December. This community
effort and annual holiday light
display benefits The Hospice
of the Florida Suncoast. It was
created and organized until
2006 by Eddie Dow in honor
of the excellent care provided
to his wife, Ruby Dow.
This year, a large group of
homeowners will continue the
tradition in the Lake Park
Estates, 97th Street North and
lO9th Avenue in Largo/
Seminole in celebration of the
life of its creator, Eddie Dow,
who died last year. The event

has raised more than $420,000
over the years. Neighbors in
Lake Park Estates subdivision
decorate their homes with
lavish lights and decorative
ornaments of all shapes and
sizes. Donations are gratefully
accepted at the event on behalf
of The Hospice to support
programs for patients and
families.
This festive family event
began in 1993 and has grown
into one,of the largest holiday
light displays in the Tampa
Bay area. At least 100,000
people toured the display last
year and donated more than
$26,000 to The Hospice.

'Load up the kids, gather
friends and take a drive to see
the Lights of Lake Park this
season. It’s a great way to kick
off the holiday^. The lights will
be displayed during the
following times:
- Monday through
Thursday, 6:00 p.m. - 10 p.m.
- Friday through Sunday,
6:00 p.m. -11 p.m.
- Christmas Eve through
New Year’s - extended hours
for all to enjoy starting at 6:00
p.m.
For a map log on to our
Web site calendar at www.thehospice.org.

ACADEMY

are the focus of Academy
continuedfrom front page Prep’s program. By providing
a safe environment and a
rigorous academic program
middle school student to make
driven by high expectations,
tough decisions about life —
we encourage them to grow in
working hard in school, going
self-confidence and to expand
to college, preparing for a
their horizons.
career, being a model citizen
The
St.
Petersburg
— without intensive support
program now serves boys and
and
guidance
from
a
girls in grades five through
“community” of caring adults.
eight and currently supports
That’s where Academy
graduates in high schools and
Prep comes in for students.
colleges locally and around the
Children whose previous
nation. For additional informa
testing and school perform
tion contact Jessica Strong
ance show that they have the
727-322-0800.
ability and the desire to leam

Henderson speaks to
Academy Prep students

Gift-giving as
greatness.
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Fannie Howard is an
energetic woman of God with
the voice of an angel who long
ago dedicated her life and heart
to serving others. Raised in St.
Petersburg, Howard has been a
member of St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church since the Tender
age of one, and she credits the
church among many mentors,
for helping in shaping her gift of
love and service. It was at
St. Mark that she heard lasting
words to live by from her
former pastor, the late Dr.
Bobby Glover: “When I know
better, I do better; when I don’t
know no better, I won’t do no
better.”
Howard said it took her 20
years to figure out what those
words meant. “I had to become
a grown-up to figure out what
he (Glover) was trying to teach
us.” Howard visualizes her late
pastor’s words as “looking in a
mirror and seeing the same
thing each day, until someone
tries to Correct it.” It was after
20 years of growing and
maturing in her religious, pro
fessional and everyday life that
she recognized a difference in
her life’s mirror. With this
recognition she began to do
better, which in turn allowed her
help make other’s lives better.
It was after a car crash that
Howard, who has a degree in
business and nursing, decided to

Fannie Howard

change careers and fully
dedicate her life to social
service. Starting her new career
in childcare with the Latchkey
program, Howard went on to
work as a preschool teacher for
over 20 years. She has also
served as a community activist
with an active role in helping to
implement plans to redevelop
neighborhoods
in
Pinellas
County. While on her journey of
service, Howard has worked
with various organizations and
agencies
including
local
homeless shelters, YWCA/USF

*
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Dianne Speights

J)ate: ________________
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Holiday

ideas that are anything but blah. Gifts girls
adore. Gifts guys gotta have. Any budgetj
Any occasion. Any time. I’m here to make
your life easier! Just ask! jf*

(or)

BY SHIKARA EDWARDS-DODSON

Bring-Home

Generic gifts got you down? Well, wake
up your inner gifting genius! I have gift g^j

New Subscription □

Touching Lives Through
Gift Of Service

•

Fax (727) 823-2568

♦HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY

Family Village, The Olive B.
McLin Family Center, l3th
Street
Neighborhood
Association
and
the
St.
Petersburg chapter of the Front
Porch Florida Initiative.
Through faith, determina
tion and years of countless
unselfish acts of kindness and
love,, Howard
has
been
fortunate to see her passion for
touching lives come to fruition.
“My goal has always been
to touch somebody’s life with
goodness because that same
touch will back to you.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ms. Wheelchair Florida To
Speak At Childs Park Library

Serve Your Community
While Earning Money
The
March
municipal
elections are only a couple of
months away. A news article last
month mentioned that PTAs and
other nonprofit organizations
across the state are having trouble
raising funds for their programs
because of the sagging economy.
How are these two subjects
related? Yom organization can
raise money by serving as poll
workers together.
Imagine how many cookies
you would have to bake, or how
many cars you would have to
wash to bring close to $ 1,800 into
yom treasury. Wouldn’t it be
easier for a group of yom
members to serve as poll workers
on
Election
Day?
Those
members may then choose for
yom organization to receive
payment in one check.
Partners at the Polls is a winwin program: various organiza
tions help fund their worthwhile
projects while serving their com
munities and building lasting
partnerships
for
successful
elections.
Here’s how the program
works: Any nonpartisan group community organizations, band
boosters, drama clubs, houses of
worship, fraternal organizations,
sororities and fraternities, youth
sports boosters and parents,
charities and nonprofit organiza
tions - can participate by com
mitting a number of their
members to work the polls on
Election Day.
By partnering with the
elections office, yom group will
he supporting democracy while
raising funds ranging from $100
to $130 per person for Election
Day, plus $25 per class attended.
The number of classes required
depends on the position each

person is selected to fill. The
more group members who partic
ipate, the bigger the check yom
organization will receive.
Similar programs in other
Florida comities have allowed
community organizations to fund
scholarships, mission trips, band
trips and community projects
while earning more in one day
than they would have with other
activities.
For example, 10 group
members working as poll
workers on Election Day could
earn an average of $1,775 for
their- organization. Add up the
savings in time: Band boosters
might have to sell about 3,500
candy bars at $1 each or 440
cakes at $4 each during a bake
sale to earn the same amount.
Subtract the hassles of managing
inventory and accounting for
each item sold, and you’ll get a
winning equation by taking part
in Partners at the Polls.
Any registered voter or any
16- or 17-year-old who is pre
registered to vote can be a poll
worker. Poll workers must read
and write English. They must
attend at least one poll worker
training session. (Additional
classes are required for some
positions.)
Poll worker positions are as
follows:
• Precinct Clerk - Oversees
all operations at the polling place;
has additional responsibilities
before Election Day; sets up
voting equipment; assists voters
required to vote a provisional
ballot; and has additional respon
sibilities after the polls close.
• Assistant Clerk - Assists the
precinct clerk with voter eligibil
ity phone calls, paperwork and
other duties.

• Machine Manager - Assists
in setting up voting equipment
prior to Election Day; handles
technical support requirements of
the voting equipment; assists
voters; and has additional respon
sibilities after the polls close.
• Ballot Distribution Manager
- Responsible for auditing
ballots; distributing ballots to
voters; reconciling vote totals
with the number of ballots dis
tributed.
• Inspector - Determines voter
eligibility; asks voters to sign
precinct registers; assists in
closing of the precinct.
• • Precinct Deputy - Maintains
order at the polling place; helps
set up and close the precinct; des
ignates the no-political activity
area; ensures the polling place is
ADA compliant.
Nonpartisan organizations
can apply to become Partners at
the Polls. Members must abide
by all Florida state laws and
election office procedures for
poll workers, including proper
attire without political messages
and not advocating for or against
any candidate or ballot issue. Poll
workers can count on a long day,
which starts before 6 a.m. and
will not end until after the polls
close at 7 p.m. Poll workers may
not leave the polling place
Election Day and must bring all
food and any medications for the
day.
For
information
about
Partners at the Polls, call our Poll
Worker Department at (727) 4646110 or send an email to pollworker@votepinellas.com.
Contact Pinellas County
Supervisor of Elections Deborah
Clark at (727) 464-6108 or at
election@votepinellas.com.

CRIST

Crist, who earns $132,931.56
as governor, has spent much of
his life in public office, serving in
the state Senate, as education
commissioner
and
attorney
general before being elected
governor.
Both had been married
before, Crist to a college sweet
heart in 1980, a marriage that
ended less than a year later. Rome
was separated from Blue Star Jets
president Todd Rome when she
met Crist and finalized her
divorce earlier this year. She has
two daughters from that marriage.
The girls, Skylar, 10, and Jessica,
12, gave their mother away at the
altar, which had large bouquets of
roses and hydrangeas on each
side. The couple lit a candle in
honor of Rome’s parents, who are

deceased.
Crist and Rome had been
spotted just about everywhere of
late.
Rome joined the governor as
he campaigned around the country
for John McCain, on a state trade
mission to Europe and at sporting
events. She also joined the
governor backstage at a Jimmy
Buffett concert in Tampa a little
more than a month after they met.
“I was taken with her right
away,” Crist said recently. ‘You
know how it is when you fall in
love. It’s pretty overwhelming - a
very cool thing.”
The last Florida governor to
wed in office was Claude Kirk in
1967, to his wife Erika a month
after his inauguration.

continued from front page
Olympic
gymnast
Shannon
Miller, Tampa Bay Rays owner
Stuart Sternberg, former U.S.
Senator Connie Mack, Geraldo
Rivera, Tampa Bay Buccaneers
linebacker Derrick Brooks and
Democratic Congressman Robert
Wexler of Fla.
“It was a beautiful ceremony,”
Martinez commented as guests left
the chmch. ‘You could see the bride
and the groom were just elated.”
Rome is president of Franco
American Novelty Co., her
family’s
New
York-area
Halloween costume company.
She stopped managing its daily
business when she moved to ritzy
Fisher Island near Miami in 2006.

ST.
PETERSBURG
Childs Park Public Library will
present Shari Wilson, Ms.
Wheelchair Florida on Friday,
Dec. 19 at 4:00 p.m. in the
Childs Park YMCA community
room, 691 43rd St. S.
As Ms. Wheelchair Florida,
Wilson’s goal is to inspire
others with disabilities and tp
deliver a message of inclusion.
Wilson saysv “I want
people to know that even
though we have a disability,
don't count us out. We still have
a voice; are still able to be pro
ductive in society,” she said.

“We are people first. The dis
ability, the wheelchair does not
make us.”
She is a graduate of Winter
Haven High School and the
University of South Florida.
She is currently pursing a
master’s degree in curriculum
and instruction at NationalLouis University in Tampa.
Her career goal is to teach
middle school science and to
inspire students to continue
pursuing their goals in spite of
setbacks or negative feedback.
Her accomplishments
exemplify that philosophy. The

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Bernard Osher Foundation has
awarded Eckerd College a
second $1 million dollar
endowment gift in support of
the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute at Eckerd College.
The first $1 million dollar
gift to establish the endowment
was awarded in 2007. The
recent endowment gift is in
recognition of the program's
membership exceeding 1,000
members.
“Lifelong learning has
been a cornerstone of the
College's mission
since its
founding in 1958,” said Donald
R. Eastman III, president of
Eckerd College. "We are pleased
that the widely respected Osher
Foundation, known to support
only the most successful
lifelong learning programs in
the country, continues to honor
us by making this significant
gift to the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute at Eckerd
College."
Earlier this year, the Osher
Foundation awarded Eckerd
with a $1 million gift to
establish an endowment for

Eckerd’s
Osher
Reentry
Scholarship Program, which
provides scholarships to under
graduate students in Eckerd’s
Program
for
Experienced
Learners. In total, the Osher
Foundation
has
awarded
Eckerd College with more than
$3 million in endowment
funds. This latest gift will aid
the College in reaching its $80
million capital campaign goal,
announced in mid-November.
The
Osher
Lifelong
Learning Institute at Eckerd
College

began

as

Senior

College in 1997., In 2005, the
name transitioned to the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute in
recognition of the grant from
the Osher Foundation, which
supports a network of 121
exemplary lifelong learning
programs on college campuses
throughout the United States.
Including Eckerd, only five
Florida
colleges/universities
are part of the network.
Eckerd’s OLLI program
provides area residents, aged 50
and above, with the opportuni
ty to take classes for intellectual
stimulation and the joy of

• Children’s Vision Care

learning without the stress of
grades or tests. OLLI members
can sign up for low-cost, non
credit offerings ranging from
classes to lectures, interest
groups to regional and interna
tional trips. Course instructors
cover diverse subjects including
the arts, culture, science and
technology, history, spirituality,
health, and contemporary topics.
In addition, OLLI members
participate
in
an
active
volunteer service program that
contributes thousands of hours
annually to Eckerd College
and
the
Tampa
Bay
community.
OLLI at Eckerd programs
are offered on and around
campus - at Eckerd’s Contiriuing
Education Center, and neigh
boring Allegro-College Harbor
and Maximo Presbyterian
Church - and at several
locations throughout
the
Tampa Bay area: Palm Harbor,
Largo,
Stetson University
College of Law in Gulfport, the
Weedon Island Cultural and
Natural History Center, and
First Presbyterian Church in
downtown St. Petersburg.

Law Office Of
•
•
•
•
•

Accidents & Injuries
Divorce & Family Law
Employment Law
Wills & Probate
Wrongful Death

RONALD L. NELSON, PA.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
5511 CENTRAL AVENUE
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33710'
(727) 345-9292
www.ronnelsonlaw.com

X CALVARY

Board Certified Optometric Physician

CATHOLIC

24 Hours A Day *

• Eye Disease Management

program is free and open to the
public.

Second $1 Million
Endowment Gift Awarded To
Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute At Eckerd College

DEBORAH FLANAGAN OD, PA
• Contact Lens Specialty

Shari Wilson,
Ms. Wheelchair Florida

365 Days A Year

■

CEMETERY

„

VjYCitt
frooks in

Comprehensive Eye Health Examinations

Burial Spaces

$990

FREEDOM?

User Retractive Surgery Consults

Pre-need
Interest-free

Eye Infection/Glaucoma/
Allergy

Gucci

• Tura

financing

Specialist in

Dolce Gabann'

• Cazal

available

Marc Jacobs

• DIVA

difficult
contact lens
fits

cAlso

2 for 1
‘Ttismunt Selection,

Brooks Brothers • Ray Ban

EYEWEAR UNIQUE
3160 5th AVe. N., Suite 107, St Petersburg • 321-6600

(727) 322-0
826 i9th St. South • St. Petersburg • Florida. 3370*?

5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center

Courtesy of

P i j b 11 x

BY KATRISA B. WINSTON

Employed? Are You Visible,
Easy And Useful?
Are you employed? Whether you are a corporate supervisor or
laborer you should make it your aim to be visible, easy and useful to
your organization. What does it mean to be visible, easy and useful to
an employer? How can you demonstrate your value to the company?
How do you remain prepared in face of diminishing job security?
What does it means to be visible as an employee and or team
member? Simply put, as a team member your contributions and your
presence must be noticeable, evident and apparent. In the past,
employees had been advised never to work past the regular work
hours. In today’s sluggish employment market workers are encour
aged to become more visible by arriving to work early and leaving a
little later. Furthermore, you can be more visibile in the workplace by
dressing appropriately, staying clear of workplace gossip, and con
stantly providing superior services to each customer, client or patient.
An employee should be easy, that is, approachable always dis
playing an optimistic attitude and a spirit of cooperation. This is not
to suggest that you hold back a difference in opinion. It does mean,
you should convey your opinion in a professional fashion. Reject
complaining and “don’t sweat the small stuff.”
Moreover, show yourselfuseful to the company. How can you do
this? Display excellent work ethics. Be productive and prove
yourself to be a valuable employee. Communicate your ideas in a
professional manner. Demonstrate your commitment to company
core values. Familiarize yourself with services and or programs
offered by the company. Make sure that you are known for your due
diligence when it comes to performing your job and providing
support to co-workers.

Thursday through Tuesday, Dec. 18 - 23 - Holiday Lights,

Be ready for every opportunity. Maintain an up-to-date resume.
Be prepared to present your 30 second commercial about what you
do and who you are professionally. Being ready includes saving six
months ofyour salary in case you lose you job or experience an unan
nounced layoff. Join professional organizations or volunteer for non
profit organizations. Make it a practice to network on every occasion.
In conclusion, as unemployment increases daily be determined
to prove yourself visible, easy, and useful to your employer. Always
be prepared for an opportunity.
Hot Jobs
Police Officer
Diesel Mechanic (Must have own tools)
Customer Service
Lead Generator
Census Bureau (Must call PCUL for application and testing
times on-site)
Warehouse - lifting required
Office Assistance
RN’s, CNA’s, and Dentist (Pinellas County)
The Pinellas County Urban League’s Career Connection Center
offers free GED preparation courses, free job placement assistance,
resume building, and other job-related services. We have two
locations: Contact Employment Placement Specialists Mr. Frank
Acevedo, at (727)327-2081, ext. 113,333 3lst St. N., St. Petersburg,
FL 33713; or Mrs. Aja Bateman at (727) 442-9516,1402 N. MLK Jr.
Ave., Clearwater, FL 33755. Most jobs listed require background
check and drug screening.

community, from which most of
the performers come. As they've
begun to rehearse, it's easy to see
the positive impact this opportu
nity is having upon the actors,
namely in restoring responsibili
ty and trust.
The evening will begin with
live Christmas music featuring

MLF TOWERS
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Independent Sales Director
727-866-6621
727-403-0144
dspeights@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/dspeights

#16

season for all that attend. The doors open at 5:00 p.m. and
the presentation starts at 6:00. This is an open door event,
donations will be accepted outside of the facility. For more
information contact Min. Matty C. Lane by calling (727)
327-2542 or Bro. Hubert McCloud, (727) 385-0691. Come
and be blessed!
Saturday, Dec. 20 - National Council of Negro Women
Monthly meeting and Holiday Fellowship 9:30 a.m.,
Fannye A. Ponder Council House, 1835 9th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.

Sunday, Dec. 21- Holiday Shop and Stroll, The Pier, 6 to
10 p.m.

The Pier's FIRST "Holiday Shop and Stroll.”

Discover the treasures that await you at The Pier shops,
galleries and boutiques. This will be YOUR opportunity to
find that special gift for that special someone. The
Concierge Center will be offering FREE gift wrap for your
gifts purchased at The Pier during the "Holiday Shop and
Stroll." Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus will be here, Tropical
"Holiday" Tom and FREE caricatures! The "adventure

Monday, Dec. 22 - Poinsettia Photo Opportunity, Sunken
Gardens, 1825 4th St. N. Create a holiday tradition and

HELP WANTED
INDEPENDENT ADVERTISING
REPRESENTATIVES

>
1

CA

JiL

rK

CbCf

motivated self-starters with the desire to grow in the fast-paced field
of marketing. Candidates require excellent organizational skills, must be a
team player with a can-do attitude. The position will be responsible for

Mx. “Where you can take your hair to the next Level”

1068 4th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
***APPOINTMENT ONLY SALON***

727-7434239

SISTERXjOCKS tm, locs, twist, relaxers, curls, braids
’
EYEBROWS & LASHES
MARI.O SCOTT-BROWN / Cosmetologist
www.hairitizsalon.com/www.salonlofts.com

defining and implementing advertising sales strategies for revenue growth.
Ability to maintain and expand clientele. Sales representatives are also
responsible for developing sales tools, promotional plans and media kits,
which they use to help make the sale. Successful sales experience and the
ability to communicate effectively. Courses in marketing, leadership,
communication, business, and advertising are helpful.
To apply forward resume by email to:

T-SHIRTS, UNIFORMS, SPORTSWEAR. FAMILY REUNIONS. MEMORIALS
PftfSWSS

generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com.
For additional information call 727-896-2922
Performance-based commission plus bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.

/

SCORPIO’S

\

UN VERS TY
8 WE GOT IT!”

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

be the talk of the holiday season and will bring joy to the

gardens.org or 727-5510-3100.

@ SALON LOFTS

2000 Dodge Van White Vin# B6HB11X0YK140045

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

Joining the Joyettes will be the Rev. James Davis and The
New Anglette Singers and T.R.I.B.E. Vocal. This event will

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success

STORAGE CHARGES ONLY.

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

of the Florida Suncoast, 3050 1st Ave. So., St Petersburg.

take a portrait in front ofthe Poinsettia Tree, www.sunken-

Dianne Speights

TO F.S.713.78 FOR TOWING AND/OR

Creal Funeral
Home

the birth of Our Lord and Savior on Dec. 20 at The Hospice

727-821-6443.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE PERSUANT

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLE WILL BE SOLD AT
AUCTION ON December 30, 2008 AT 9:00 AM,
LOCATION, 2132 PINE FOREST DR.,
CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 33764;

Gospel Joyettes as they lift their voices in song to celebrate

Horse and Carriage Ride and Wheel Fun Rentals will also

Isfe

540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

Saturday, Dec. 20 - Come and join St Petersburg's own,
gospel recording artist, Minister Matty C. Lane and The

be available with holiday specials, www.stpetepier.com or

MARy

YOUMAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT

your socks and rent skates for $5.

providers" - Boating at The Pier, The Electric Marina, the

CLASSIFIED
If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income

ice skating on the newly enlarged Glice skating rink. Bring

Hospitality and Sunday School Ministries, Sunday, Dec.
21, 5:00 p.m. Secret Santa For Kids, Fun Galore Mt.
Pilgram MBC 4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.

donations to support the work of
the Downtown Corps are always
welcomed.
For information on the play
contact Jessica Tursi at
Jessiea.Tursi@gmail.com or
Sgt. Cory Harrison at
Cory_Harrison@uss.salvationarmy.org

guest vocalist Rebekah Loweke.
The feature presentation will be
given by the “rising stars of
downtown St. Petersburg.”
Please plan to come and
enjoy a heart-warming evening
as you experience a taste of this
unique Salvation Army ministry.
Admission is free and any

Visit with Santa and tell him that you've been a good girl or
boy on Dec. 18 through 23 from 6 to 9 p.m. free. Then go

Sunday, Dec. 21 - 2008 Christmas Pageant, “The Night
That Love Came Down,” hosted by Mt. Pilgram MBC

The Salvation Army’s Downtown Corps
Presents ‘A Christmas Carol’
ST. PETERSBURG - On
Saturday, Dec. 20, a live per
formance of the Charles Dickens
classic, "A Christmas Carol" will
be presented by the patrons of
The Salvation Army's Downtown
Corps. The Corps opens a cafe
style setting every morning to
serve coffee to the homeless

visit Santa and go Ice Skating in the Park. Enjoy a festive
season of lights during the holidays in North Straub Park.

.1

L

CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM NEEDS
1550 16TH ST S. •

EML: 8CORPIO82109@YAHOO.COM
ORAPHICS, SCREEN PRINTIN 0. EMBROIDERY. BANNERS, SIGNS & MORE!

WRITERS NEEDED!
The Weekly Challenger is looking for a writer to cover
varied forms of community news and reporting.
• Social
• Religion

• Education
• Political

Call The Weekly Challenger
727-896-2922
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■ BLACK HISTORY ■ ENTERTAINMENT
“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing’*
_________

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Flip Wilson
Clerow Wilson Jr., known
professionally as Flip Wilson
was
an
African-American
comedian and actor. Bom Dec. 8,
1933 in Jersey City, N.J., he was
one of 18 children in an impover
ished household. After years of
bouncing from foster homes to
reform school,
16-year-old
Wilson lied-about his age and
joined the United States Air
Force. His outgoing personality
and funny stories made him
popular; he was even asked to
tour military bases to cheer up
other servicemen. Claiming that
he was always “flipped out,”
Wilson’s barracks mates gave
him his famous nickname.
Discharged in 1954, Wilson
started working as a bellhop in
San Francisco’s Manor Plaza
Hotel.
At the Plaza’s nightclub,
Wilson found extra work playing
a drunken patron in between
regularly scheduled acts. His ine
briated character proved popular
and Wilson began performing it
in clubs throughout California.
He managed to get jobs at
various comedy clubs using his
nickname, Flip. At first Wilson
would simply ad-lib on-stage,

Rick G^'s

debuting on NBC in 1970. He
played host to many AfricanAmerican
entertainers
and
performed in comedy sketches.
He greeted all his guests with the
“Flip Wilson Handshake,” which
started with hand slaps and pro
gressed to hip-bumps. George
Carlin was one of the show’s
writers along with him. His char
acters included Reverend’Leroy,
pastor of the Church of What’s
Happening Now; and Geraldine,
whose line “The devil made me
do it” became a national expres
sion.
The show aired through
1974, gaining high ratings and
popularity among viewers. It
also won strong critical acclaim,
nominated for 11 Emmys during
its run, winning two. Wilson
himself won a Golden Globe
award for “Best Actor In A
Television Series.”
He also won a Grammy
Award in 1970 for his comedy
album “The Devil Made Me Buy
This Dress.”
Wilsonls stand-up comedy
routine “Columbus,” from his
album “Cowboys and Colored
People,” earned him the good
notices that led to his getting his
own television show. Wilson re
tells the story of Christopher
Columbus from a slightly
‘urban’
perspective,
with
Columbus finally convincing the
Spanish monarchs to fund his
voyage by noting that discover
ing America means that he can
thus also discover Ray Charles.
Hearing this, Queen Isabella,
sounding not unlike Wilson’s
celebrated “Geraldine,” says that
“Chris” can have “all the money
you want, Honey—You go find

Wilson performs his famous
character, Geraldine, with
comedian Tim Conway

but in time, he added written
material and his act became
more sophisticated.
With a more popular stage
act, Wilson eventually became a
regular at the Apollo Theatre in
Harlem and was a favorite guest
on “The Tonight Show,”
“Laugh-In,” and “The Ed
Sullivan Show.” Finally, Wilson
got his own television program,
“The Flip Wilson Show,”

Ray Charles!!” When Columbus
departs from the dock, Isabella is
there, testifying to one and all
that “Chris gonna find Ray
Charles!!” ‘:
He made many guest
appearances on other TV
comedies and variety shows,
such as “Here’s Lucy” starring
Lucille Ball and “The Dean
Martin Show” among others. Ed
Sullivan gave Wilson numerous
guest shots on his popular
Sunday night show, and Wilson
would single out Sullivan as
providing his biggest career
boost. Wilson acted in TV and

THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. -10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora

,

2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe I Maurice Sebastian
6 p.m. -10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
REQUEST LINE (727) 864-1600
OFFICE (727) 865-WRXB (1S91)
3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33713

JAZZ
JAMM
Flip Wilson

theatrical movies including
“Uptown Saturday Night” and
“The
Fish
that
Saved
Pittsburgh.”
From 1985 to 1986, Wilson
played the lead role in the
sitcom, “Charlie & Co..” One of
his best-known jokes was
relayed as follows: “Lots of
crazy things happen in traveling.
Just last week I was on a train.
There was a woman traveling
with a baby. UGLY baby! I
mean, I’m not one to make
comments about anyone’s kid—
but this was an UGLY baby. A
guy walks down the train—he’s
half smashed — and he stops.
And he stares. And the lady says,
‘What are you looking at?’ The
guy says, ‘I’m looking at that
ugly baby.’ A scene ensues,
whereupon
the
conductor
arrives. He says, ‘What’s going
on here?’ The woman says, ‘This
man just insulted me!’ The
conductor says, ‘Now calm
down Madam, calm down. We
here at the railroad want to make
sure that there are no altercations
between our passengers and that
everyone’s trip is as relaxing as
possible. Accordingly, if you
allow us, please step into the
dining car and the railroad will
buy you a free meal. And maybewe can find a banana for your
monkey.’”
After the final season of his
show, Wilson made several
appearances in films and other
television programs. However,
after winning custody of his
children in 1979, he performed
less in order to spend time with
his family. Wilson is one of very
few celebrities to become an
FAA certified Hot Air Balloon
Pilot. Before becoming ill he was
an active lighter-than-air pilot.
He passed away Nov. 25, 1998
from complications due to liver
cancer in Malibu, Calif., at the
age of 64.
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“Steppin’ Out!
With Harold Vick”
This past Saturday was a
jazz record listening day for me.
This is the time that I listen to
old jazz records that I haven’t
played in awhile.
On this
occasion it was a record album
called “Steppin’ Out!” recorded
in 1963 by Harold Vick, a good
friend of mine. It was on the
Blue Note label and it was
Vick’s first album recorded as a
leader. If you enjoy a warm full
sound
from
the
tenor
saxophone, then you’re going to
love listening to Vick. His tone
is blues-based and oozes with
emotional impact; similar to the
tenor
sounds
of Stanley
Turrentine and Houston Person.
Plus, you’re really going to like
this album if you’re an “organ
combo” buff. On this particular
album Big John Patton is on
Hammond B-3 organ, Blue
Mitchell, trumpet, Grant Green,
guitar, and Ben Dixon, on
drums.
Liner notes on the
album suggest that “Vick,
wisely, chose men whose work
he knew well, and who, perhaps
more importantly, knew his.”
The album contains six
tunes, all of which are played
“in the groove.” There are five
original tunes, “Our Miss
Brooks,” “Trimmed in Blue,”
“Dotty’s Dream,” “Vicksville,”
and the title track, “Steppin’
Out.” The familiar standard tune
“Laura” makes up the sixth and
final tune of the album. I find
no need to review the tunes indi
vidually. They are all groovy,
soul-stirring jazz pieces that
demonstrate how tight a jazz
group can be. Blue Mitchell is
excellent in his sideman roll
supporting Vick with interesting
and exciting solos. Grant Green
has been heard as a sideman and
leader on many organ combo
albums. Providing added push
that effectively motivates the
leaders is Green’s strong suit.
Ben Dixon’s drums are a
constant source of tempo and
timing. All in all, these are
musicians that are definitely
“Steppin’ Out!”
Vick and I met when we
were students during the' same
time
period
at
Howard
University. He was a quiet type
of guy who had a “cool” air

about him. He had lots of
friends and was a member of the
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and
executive officer and member
of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia
Fraternity. Phi Mu Alpha
Sinfonia is a collegiate social
fraternity for men with an
interest in music. Its members
are known as Sinfonians.
Founded in 1898, it is the
largest and oldest secret society
in music. When I met Vick I
learned that he hailed from
Rocky
Mountain,
North
Carolina. By coincidence, this
is the same town that claims
legendary jazz pianist Thelonius
Monk; however, Monk had a
good 20 years on Vick. At the
age of 13, Vick started playing
music, first on a clarinet that an
uncle gave to him, and then later
at age 16 changing over to tenor
saxophone, at which time he
began playing in R&B bands.
In the early ‘50s Vick
came to Washington, D.C. to
study psychology at Howard
University. Even before Vick
graduated from high school he
knew that he wanted to make
music his career, but he was also
aware of the difficulty and dis
appointments which are often
the lot of n.,would;be profes
sional musician. Thus, he turned
his interest towards majoring in
psychology with the intent of
becoming a clinical psycholo
gist, just in case music did not
pan out. It was during Vick’s
third year at Howard University
that he was hired by Rick
Henderson, leader of the house
band at the Howard Theater,
Washington, D.C. This was a
venue that was comparable to
New York’s famed Apollo
Theater. Vick says it was this
big band experience that taught
him to play the many different
kinds of music required by the
traveling acts on the “Chitlin’
Circuit.” Vick graduated from
Howard University in 1958.
His psychology degree was put
aside when he joined the band
of tenor saxophonist Red
Prysock. His gig with Prysock
was followed with a slew of
jobs with R&B groups such as
Ruth Brown and Lloyd Price.
After leaving Price, his focus

was more into the jazz genre
working brief stints with
Howard McGhee and Philly Joe
Jones. In 1960, he met Brother
Jack McDuff, Hammond B-3
organ giant, and worked with
him off and on for many years.
It was while working with
the McDuff group that I last saw
and visited with Vick. The
McDuff group had come to
Newark, N.J. where I lived at
the time, and Vick and I had an
opportunity to hang out at my
house until it was time for him
to play. I mentioned to Vick that
I was taking lessons on flute,
and I remember him telling me
that he was also trying to leam
to play the flute. During the gig,
I remember Vick playing one
tune on flute. The remainder of
the evening he played tunes on
what seemed to be a blues
drenched tenor saxophone.
After the concert, we said our
farewells, and unfortunately
never again crossed paths.
Every once in awhile, I would
hear about something Vick was
doing or a fellow classmate
would mention that he saw Vick
somewhere playing. I do know
that Vick stopped recording as a
leader, and increased his
sidenian duties. He continued to
work with organist like Shirley
Scott and Jimmy McGriff. He
also worked with Aretha
Franklin and Ray Charles for a
short time. My friend Vick
passed away in 1987, but just
before he did, he recorded a pair
of Billie Holiday tributes with
vocalist Abbey Lincoln. In 1998
tenor saxophone great Sonny
Rollins paid tribute to Vick by
composing and recording a tune
titled “Did You See Harold
Vick?” Need I say more about
the man?
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear
from YOU! You may visit my Web
site at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at JazzJamm@aol.com.
You may also mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33705.

SAVE THE DATE
NCNW 23rd Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST
Monday, January 19,2009 • 7:30 A.M.
St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N., St. Petersburg

Theme’. Remember! Celebrate!
Act! A Day On, Not A Day Off!!!
Tickets $25.00 per person
For Information Contact Dianne Speights
727-403-0144 or 727-896-2922

TICKETS ARE ON SALE AT:

5-2 7-1
3- 8 2-6
4- 7 8-3

The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. MLK Jr. Street South, St. Petersburg • 727-896-2922
WRXB Radio
3551 42nd Ave. S., Suite B-106, St. Petersburg • 865-1591
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CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING CHURCH NEWS IS MONDAY, 4:00 P.I
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The St Mark Missionaiy Baptist Church, under the
study the Bible with us and leam “What Baptists Believe.”
leadership of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, tiie
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and the entire congregation of, St
Mark, extends to the community at large, its wishes that
there would be an overflowing ofGod’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a beliefthat we are a haven ofhope,
help, and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened Word of God. At St Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ
Calendar Events for December

Dec. 20 - Christmas with the Community: A full day of
fun, food and fellowship. Program begins at 10:00 a.m. with
lunch served. There will be distribution ofgifts for pre-iden
tified families. Young Adult Christmas Fellowship at 7:00
pjn. Dinner at Chili’s near Tyrone Mall.
Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve and Watch Night Services
St Mark Offers...

Sunday School is held for children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come out andjoin us.
Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general public are invited to come out and

Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 am.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thursday
evening at 7:00.
St Mark After-School Tutoring Ministry: Neighbors
Involved in Kids Education (N.LKE.). Open to all schoolage children every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
fiom 4:30 to 6:30 pjn.
DESTINATION GRADUATION
Tuesdays - 6:15 p.m.-7:30 pm. Reading help with a
reading specialist orily.
Wednesdays - 6:15 pm - 7:30 pm all ages: Reading
Specialist; Story time and crafts related to the stories for
small children designed to enhance recognizing main char
acters and more. In addition, there is tutorial assistance for
MathfAlgebra and Geometry) and Senior Focus for all high
school seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT).
St Mark Technology Lab will be open and available for
use on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings fiom 5:30 to 7:30.

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
“Hark! the herald angels sing, Glory to the
new bom King!”
Get ready; prepare your hearts as we await
the celebration of our dear Savior’s birth. The
message is still loud and clear “Christmas is
Coming.” As we continue in this Advent season
let us be mindful that Jesus is the reason for the
season, Jesus was bom to die for the sins of the
world, sacrificing His life so that we might have
life. Remember the most precious gift we can
share one with another is Jesus the Christ, this
Christmas season and all year long. God wants
our hearts, mind and soul; in fact He wants us to
live for Him.
Mt. Zion A.M.E. church located at 1045
16th St. S., St. Petersburg, under the leadership
of Rev. Clarence Williams, its official staff and
the entire church family extend to the
community at large an invitation to join us in
worship this Sunday, and to all church-related
activities and events dining the week. Our doors
are always open and we would love to have you
join us.

Services begin at 7:30 a.m., there we let go
and let God be God. The Mass Choir will render
song service throughout the day. Church school
will commence at 9:30 a.m.; we invite families
to come study the Word of God as we seek to
grow spiritually together. Our contemporary
worship service is at 11:00 a.m. The spirit is
always high. Pastor Williams will deliver two
power packed messages. Come be blessed!
Weekly ministries:

In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by
Zion for a day of ministry.
Wednesday - Vintage Bible Study, 11:00
a.m., Bible Study, 6:00 p.m., Hour of Power,
7:00 p.m.
Upcoming Events:

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candle Light
Worship at 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 31 - Watch Night Worship at 10:00
p.m.

Thoughtfor the week: “Let us keep Christ
in Christmas”
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
Come Celebrate With Us!

“The Night That Love Came Down”
2008 Christmas Pageant
(A Powerful Re-enactment Of
The Birth Of Jesus Christ Down From Nazareth)
Date: December 21, 2008
Time: 5:00 P. M.
Place: Mt. Pilgrim MBC

“One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One Church”
“David wasn’t thinking of being King when he was tending sheep;
he was just doing what God sat before him”

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr. the anointed shepherd of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
the official staff and the entire Friendship Family
located at 3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg
graciously extend to all a cordial welcome to join us for worship services.

Sunday Worship Services: 7:45 a.m and 11:00 a.m.
Church School 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Noonday Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer 6:30 p.m.
. Evening Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Live 7:00 p.m. Worship Service
(first Wednesday of the month)

Please visit our Web site @www.fmbfctheship.org for other church activities.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L.
Senior and the New Hope Church family
invite you to worship with us on Sunday
morning. Our services for the day include:

Early Morning Service....,.:........7:45 a.m.
Sunday School...... ............... ......9:15 a.m.
(Classes for all ages)
Mid-Morning Service................10:30 a.m.

MIDWEEK P. U.S.H.
(PRAYER, UNDERSTANDING, & SPIRITUAL HEALING)
Prayer Service and Bible Study is held on
Wednesday evenings. Prayer begins at 6:30
and Bible Study begins 7:30. There are classes available for all ages.

Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at

us

11:00. We invite you to join
as pray for the
needs of the people throughout the world,

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. ”

UPCOMING EVENTS
Dec. 20 - In His Excellence Service Awards
Banquet, New Hope Fellowship Hall,
Donation: $12.00, 6:30p.m.
Dec. 21 - Christmas Presentation 10:30 a.m.
service (for further details, please call 727896-5228)
THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
“Without Christ we can do nothing. With
Him we can do everything He wants us to
do.”

Churches United For Healthy
Congregations Presents Health
Ministry Workshop
Building a Health Ministry Workshop. The workshop will
provide the tools for creating a successful health ministry. Workshop will
include presentation by Ayakao Watkins on "Why a Health Ministry?"
What's Working/What's not: An interactive session facilitated by Carrie
Hepburn; Your Health Ministry Highway: Tools to Make it Simple facilitat
ed by Dianna King and Stephanie Brown ending with the participants devel
oping a plan of action facilitated by Deborah Shaffer. Workshop is free and
is funded by Allegany Franciscan Ministry.
What:

When and where: January 3, 2009 at the James B. Sanderlin Family

4000 5th AVe. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Service Center, 2335 22nd Ave. So., St. Petersburg, Florida.
Who should attend: Representatives from churches seeking assistance

Sponsored By: The Hospitality & Sunday School Ministries
For more information: Contact Sis. Mary Callier (Chair) or
Sis. Shirley Pittman (Co-Chair) 727-321-7375 (church office)

with building a health ministry? No more than two representatives per
church. Persons interested in attending should contact the Sanderlin Center
to register by Dec. 28, 2008. The phone number there is 727-321-9444.
They can also fax in their request to attend at 727-327-7572.

African-American Churches Celebrate The Inauguration Of
The First African-American President - Barack Obama
WASHINGTON - The
leaders of African-American
churches will commemorate
one of the most extraordinary
events in American history the inauguration of the
country’s first president of
African descent — with a gala
celebration. The AfricanAmerican Church Inaugural
Ball will be held on Sunday,
Jan. 18, at 6 p.m. at the Grand
Hyatt Washington, Washington,
D.C. The event is shaping up to
be a star-studded affair
with representation from the
religious, business, arts and
entertainment communities.
The collective membership of
African-American Churches,
and others, is invited to gather

to honor the 44th PresidentElect Barack Obama, and the
great history and strength of the
African-American church and
its community.
The Ball’s theme, “We
Have Come This Far By Faith,”
will be upheld as 25 extraordi
nary leaders are honored with
the “Keepers of the Flame”
Award. The recipients are indi
viduals who have an unshak
able commitment to our fiiture
and an undeniable place in the
African-American book of
history. Confirmed honorees
include: Bishop John Hurst
Adams, Mr. Robert J. Brown,
Dr. Marion Wright Edelman,
Bishop Barbara Harris, Mr.
Earl Graves Sr., The Honorable

Alexis Herman, the Revs. Al
Sharpton, Gardner Taylor and
Wyatt Tee Walker Sr.
“We must honor this time
in our great history, struggles
and strength as well as make a
commitment to the future of
our community,” said the Rev.
Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson II,
Inaugural Ball chair and pastor
of Grace Baptist Church, Mt.
Vernon, N.Y.
The executive producer is
Pemessa Seele, who also serves
as the Founder/CEO of the
gala’s fund-raising beneficiary,
The Balm in Gilead. The Balm
in Gilead is an organization that
provides health education and
service delivery systems within
African and African-American

faith communities to address
HTV/AIDS and other health
concerns which disproportion
ately affect black people.
A new day has dawned, as
the leadership of AfricanAmerican churches mark this
historical moment in America’s
history, while making a com
mitment to address one of the
biggest threats to AfricanAmericans in the United States
- HTV/AIDS. The rate of
HIV/AIDS, in some AfricanAmerican communities, is
becoming greater than those in
some undeveloped African
countries. According to Seele,
“With lessons learned from
working in both African and
African-American communi

ties, we look forward . to
working with President-Elect
Barack Obama, and contribut
ing to the development of a
national agenda to fight AIDS
in the United States - while
continuing to do great work
around the world.” Seele,
whose voice spans continents,
was included in Time
Magazine’s 100 Most
Influential Persons in the World
and Essence Magazine’s 50
Most
Powerful
Women
Shaping Our World, along with
Oprah Winfrey.
Other leaders of the event
include: Inaugural co-chairs
Bishop George E. Battle Jr.,
presiding prelate, Northeastern
District African Methodist

Episcopal Zion Church and the
Rev. Dr. Otis Moss Jr., senior
pastor, Olivet Institutional
Baptist Church, Cleveland,
Ohio.
For additional information
on the African-American
Church Inaugural Ball visit
www.africanamericanchurchinauguralball.com. For more
information on Pemessa Seele
and The Balm in Gilead visit
www.balmingilead.org. The
Media should contact Square
One Communications - Jocelyn
R. Coleman, (310) 968-5624Coleman.Jocelyn@gmail.com
or Rhue Still, (918) 633-0052
RhueStill@gmail.com for event
and ticket information.
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Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

(727) 894-4311

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
Bethel1894@knology.net

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Worship Services.................................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast Ministry............. ....... .Sunday 8:00 ajm.
Church School................. .......... .............9:00 ajm.
Morning Worship................................ 10:30 ajm.
Bible Study............................ Tuesday 7:00 pjm.
Youth Church .................... Mon & Wed 5:30 pjm.

Sunday School............ ............. ......................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).................................................... 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed)

.......................... ....................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

‘There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

ST. JOHN MISSION ARY BAPTIST CHURCH

.

'1 “

'

gg

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
/Cr

TOnZZZ:

(727) 327-1373
Early Morning Worship..........................................................7:30 a.m.
A

'O

Sunday School.................................................. ................ ........... 9:30 a.m.

I

Morning Worship........................................................... .........11:00 a.m.

■

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting........ ......... .7:00 p.m.

Reverend David L.
and Dorothy
Connelly

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
2401 — 5th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

inthe
V
AFRICAN METHODIST/
EPISCOPAL CHITKCH

Weekly Schedule
s„„d, school............................................................

&

Friday Prayer Meeting................................................ .......11:00 a.m.

...9:30 a.m.

Sunday Early Morning Worship Service. .11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise.................................... ...6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study....................................... ...6:30 p.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Youth Activities......................................... ...6:30 p.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

I
I

Schedule of Services
,

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

11:30 a.m.

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

WALKING iN THE. PROMISED VlStON

Church Of God In Christ

'

W o r s h i p C e rt fer

(727) 896-4356

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

2120 - Wth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org

www. abu ndant-harvest. org

Log on:

www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

Saiijt John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431

Sunday Services:
Church School........................

(727) 686-9356

Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

“WaCking Qn T^fie (PromisecC Vision"

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

WW

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
il:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer-7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Email: sjpbc@tampabayjr.com
9:00 a.m.

Praise & Worship Service ... 1Q:30 a.m.

Wednesday Services:

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 134O.com
Scheduled Services:
Early Morning....................................................................8:00a.m. Elder Benjamin
Church School.................................................................. 9:45a.m.
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor
Mid-Morning ................................ ;......................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God” .
Sunday School.......................... 9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship............. ................ 11:00 a.m.
Communion.............................. ............First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation ..................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting........ ..7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study............. ..7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Wednesday Tutoring.................. ..6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis Ministi
& Veronica Davis

Trinity (Pres6yterian Church
2830 22ndAvenue South
St. (Petersburg, PCorida 33712
727-327-8590
Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

Wednesday Youth Bible Study.... ..7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
. Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study — Wednesday — 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

DIRECTORY AD
COULD BE HERE!

11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

YOUR CHURCH

Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor

Call TODAY!!
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 * www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ...................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........................................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.................................. 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

I

f

■v
fi

J
jf

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service...... .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................... ...9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday).. ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).... ....7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

Tvwcr Church

PfiflYCB

20th Street
Church Of Christ

900 - 16th Avenue South

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Christ

SERVICES

Sunday Morning Bible Class....................................... 9:00a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.......................................... 10:30a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday.......................................... 7:00p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship............................................. 5:00p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class .,...............
...7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.....................................7:00p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

id

(727) 321-0670

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

Qvd

vf

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Rastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711

Sunday

Sunday School -10:30 aan.
A. M. Service -11:30 ajn.
YPWW (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pjn.
P.M. Service (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pjn.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pan.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 ajn.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pjn.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 p ju.

T

The Rock
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

of

Church School:.....................
9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a m.
Devotion:.....................
...........10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:................................ .....10:20 a.m. - 10:30a.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Morning Worship Service:.....................................10:30 a.m.

(727)327-8708

Bible Study each Tuesday: ........................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Services ... .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ............................................ .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday)..................6:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Van service is available by calling:
, (727) 327-0015

Bihle Study (Tuesday)...........................
.7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ................4:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St, Petersburg, Florida

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Telephone: • 727-327-0015 - Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: IVlontlay thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community
Sunday Worship Services ...................,. .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church ..
....................10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
.............................................. 8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ............................. 6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) ... .12:30 p.m.

Advertise in the
Church Directory!

Friendship

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Missionary Baptist Church

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: irifo@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.oig

3300 31st Street South

JjSHB

W

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

af

(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship,org

Early Morning Worship....................................... 7:30a.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,

Sunday School....................................................9:30a.m.

Pastor

CALL

Serving and Saving
Sunday School........................ ........ .............9:30 A.M.

"Helping and
Healing"
"Inspiring and
Instructing"

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...................... ...7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

"Praying and
Praising"

I

CaU Today!
Your Church Ad

Morning Worship...............................................11:00a.m.

Sunday................. 7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship

Wednesday.................. Noonday Bible Study and

727-896-2922

W

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

1

Wednesday Vintage Bible Study....11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Rev. Clarence Williams,

Wednesday Bible Study....................................... 6:00p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................... '......7:00 pjm

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 aan.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

&£

Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 aan.

could he HERE!
Don’t wait!

Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 pan.

Mt. 01iV£ primitive ©sptist Church

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 pan.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship -11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

Crist Noncommittal On Florida
Supreme Court Nominees

Obama Chooses NYC Official
As Housing Secretary

BY BILL KACZOR

if SHI f’lBB

‘ ' WHP

TALLAHASSEE (AP) Gov. Charlie Crist said Tuesday
that he’s “moderately encour
aged” by a slate of five state
Supreme Court finalists that
includes a woman and a
Hispanic man after he had asked
for nominees who reflect
Florida’s diversity.
Crist also said he’s still con
sidering his options for an
appointment to the all-white 5th
District Court ofAppeal after the
nominating commission for that
court refused to send him any
black nominees.
The governor said he hasn’t
yet had a chance to review the
candidates
recommended
Monday night by the Florida
Supreme Court Nominating
Commission to replace Justice
Harry Lee Anstead, 71, who is
retiring next month.
They include Circuit Judges
Jorge Labarga of West Palm
Beach, a native of Cuba, and
Gill Freeman of Miami, the only
woman on the list. No blacks
were nominated.
The
seven-member
Supreme Court currently has
one black and two female
justices, but none of Hispanic
heritage.
The other nominees, all nonHispanic white males, are 5th
District Court of Appeal Judge
C. Alan Lawson of Daytona
Beach and Circuit Judges Kevin
Emas of Miami and Waddell
Wallace ID of Jacksonville.
Crist passed up an opportu
nity to appoint a Hispanic to the

Gov. Charlie Crist

first of two other Supreme Court
seats he has filled this year. Two
Hispanics, including Labarga,
had been nominated to replace
Florida’s first Hispanic justice,
Raoul Cantero, who resigned so
he could return to his hometown,
Miami.
The Republican governor,
instead,
appointed
Justice
Charles Canady, who as a GOP
congressman helped prosecute
then-President Bill Clinton at his
1999 Senate impeachment trial.
Canady also is a former state
legislator and appellate judge.
In a subsequent letter to the
nominating commission, Crist
wrote that “our state’s judges
should reflect the racial, gender
and geographic diversity of the
people that they serve.”
Crist has 60 days to make an
appointment. If he does not, the

|t*s,

list of nominees will expire and
the commission will have to try
again.
Last week, Crist asked the
5th District Court of Appeal
Nominating Commission to
reconsider the six names it sent
him, noting it included no
blacks.
The
commission
declined to revise the slate, the
chairman writing Crist that those
were the six most qualified can
didates for a vacancy on the 10member court.
“I’m trying to consider what
appropriate options I might be
able to take, among them either
to choose from the existing
names or let the time lapse and
just reopen the whole nominat
ing process in that particular
circuit, which I might do,” Crist
said.

BY PHILIP ELLIOTT

Intelligence Agency, the
Environmental Protection
Agency, and the departments of
energy, education, interior,
labor, transportation and agri
culture.
The Department of Housing
and Urban Development often
has been led by someone who is
a minority; Donovan is white.
Latino groups were pushing
heavily for Diaz, following in
the footsteps of President Bill
Clinton
appointee
Henry
Cisneros of San Antonio, Texas.
President George W. Bush
picked Mel Martinez ofFlorida,
a Hispanic, and Alphonso
Jackson of Texas, an AfricanAmerican.
New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg named Donovan, a
New York native, to head the
city’s Department of Housing
Preservation and Development
in 2004. He has been the point
person for implementing
Bloomberg’s plan to build and
preserve 165,000 affordable
housing units for 500,000
people by 2013. It is the largest
housing plan in the nation.
Donovan took a leave-ofabsence as New York’s housing
commissioner to campaign for
Obama.
Before working for
Bloomberg, he worked at
Prudential Mortgage Capital
Company. And before that,
during the Clinton administra
tion, he was deputy assistant
secretary
for
multifamily
housing at the department he is
now to head. In that role he was

CHICAGO (AP) President-elect Barack Obama
on Saturday named New York
City’s housing commissioner to
lead the Department of Housing
and
Urban
Development,
turning to a former Clinton
administration aide with a
national reputation for develop
ing affordable housing.
Obama
praised
Shaun
Donovan for his record at the
a
New York City Department of
Housing
Preservation
and
Development,
where
he
managed a $7.5 billion plan that
put a half million New Yorkers
in. affordable housing. The
Harvard-educated architect also
kept foreclosures away from
New York’s low- and moderateincome home ownership plan,
with just five foreclosures out of
17,000 participating homes.
Obama said the mortgage
crisis has threatened cities, but it
also provides a chance to
rethink how the Cabinet agency
can help urban residents. He
said Donovan, who also has a
graduate degree in public
service from Harvard, will bring
“fresh thinking unencumbered
by old ideology and outdated
ideas.”
Obama’s
selection
of
Donovan marks the llth post he
has filled in his cabinet, in just
over a month since his election
as the nation’s first AfricanAmerican president. Still to
come are announcements of bis
selections to head the Central

Shaun Donovan

the government’s chief adminis
trator for managing privately
owned, government-subsidized
housing. The housing subsidy
programs provided over $9
billion annually to 1.7 million
families.
Donovan, 42, has a reputa
tion for finding new ways to
create and preserve affordable
housing. As New York.’s
housing
commissioner,
he
spearheaded the creation of the
$200
million New York
Acquisition Fund, a collabora
tion between the city, founda
tions and financial institutions;
It is intended to help small
developers and nonprofit
groups compete for land in the
private market.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Bucs Assistant
Will Join His Son
At Tennessee

BUCS
CORNER
Injuries A Concern
For Struggling Buccaneers
with home

seems favorable
games against San Diego (6-8)
and Oakland (3-11) remaining,5*
Gruden isn't taking anything for
granted, especially with injuries
mounting “ and the team not
playing particularly well on
offense or defense. ;
Jj; Quarterback Jeff Garcia sat
put Sunday's 13-10 overtime
loss to the Falcons with a
Jon Gruden
strained right caff.. Defensive
TAMPA (AP) - Jon Gruden tackles Chris Hovan and Jovan
keeps it simple when he talks haye are nursing knee injuries
about playoff prospects for the. that have cost them playing time
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
\ M1 j and two more staffers, safety
“AH I know is we have to Jermaine Phillips and linebaeker
win,” the. coach said Monday, Derrick Brooks, were added to
reflecting on a two-game losing the injury report Monday.
streak that's hurt the team's bid
will miss
to repeat as NFC South remainder of the season after
champions and clinch a berth for breaking his right forearm
the third time in four seasons.
against Atlanta^ Brooks hurt his
Two weeks after being in ribs against the Falcons, and
prime position to earn another Gruden said it's likely he'll be
division title and first-round listed as questionable for
bye, the Bucs (9-5) are locked in Sunday's game against the
a tight race with the Dallas Chargers.
Brooks, a 10-time Pro Bowl
Cowboys, Atlanta Falcons,
Chicago Bears and Philadelphia selection, has started 205 con
Eagles for two NFC wild-card secutive games, second-most
among active players behind
spots.
And while the schedule Brett Favre.

Phillips

the

jsjg^Ijggn't say much more until whether Garcia, who was
I hear from (trainer) Todd injured during practice last
Toriscelli and our doctors. We week, will be able to return
are concerned about him,” against the Chargers.
“Hopefully in the next 48
Gruden said. “I will remain optimistic because of whom we are hours (the calf) feels a tot better
and he can become our* starter
talking about.”
5 With Brian Griese filling in again. We certainly need him,”
for
Garcia,
the
offense said Gruden, who defended
continued to have trouble Griese's struggles against the
scoring : touchdowns Sunday. Falcons.
Neither Griese or Luke
The defense allowed Michael
Turner to rush for 152 yards McCown, the eoach insisted,
after limiting him to a season- were
adequately
prepared
few 42 yards on 14 carries because Garcia got most of the
earlier this season, and the Bucs work in practice.
“We were prepared for Jeff
also hurt themselves with 11
to play. ... We have
long
penalties.
After allowing one lOO-yard extensive
walk-through on
rusher in the first 12 games, the Wednesday and Thursday. He
defense has allowed three in the "took all the snaps. Neither Luke
past two weeks. The Panthers or Brian got a heck
a lot of
and Falcons also combined for reps,” Gruden said.
“We
prepared
Luke
five rushfeg TDs, humbling a
unit that yielded one through McCown to be the back-up for
the game in case anything did
Week 13.
Injuries, however, remain happen to Jeff. ... When we
found out just prior to the game
Gruden's biggest concern.
“Let's be honest. They're Jeff couldn't go, knowing that
mounting to say the least,” he neither one of those guys had
taken enough snaps to be the
said.
On Wednesday, the coach starter, we relied on Brian
expects to have a better idea of Griese's experience.”

a

of

UP NEXT FOR THE B UCS:
The Bucs (9-5) will host the San Diego Chargers (6-8) Sunday, Dec. 21 at 1:00 p.m.

Monte Kiffin

TAMPA (AP) - Monte
Kiffin is giving up the NFL to
join his son on the sidelines in
the Southeastern Conference.
Tampa
Bay's
longtime
defensive coordinator ended
weeks of speculation, confirm
ing he will leave the Buccaneers
at the end of this season for a
position on the staff of Lane
Kiffin, the new coach at
Tennessee.
“I think we all respect his
situation. We had a pretty good
indication that he was going to
join his son,” Bucs coach Jon
Gruden said Monday. “It's a
great reunion, I think, for the
Kiffin family. I'm happy for
him.”
Kiffin was unavailable for
comment, however he told
reporters after Sunday's 13-10
overtime loss in Atlanta that he
made the decision the previous
weekend and informed Gruden,
general manager Bruce Allen
and the players last Wednesday.
“It was a very, very hard
decision. ... When you've been
in a place since 1996, you don't
just jump ship,” Kiffin said..
“I've had other opportuni

ties. There was one that came up
last year that was a great oppor
tunity, and people don't even
know for sure about the whole
thing. But I stayed here, decided
to sign back up for two years.
But the club was very good
about giving me the option to go
with my son.”
Kiffin is in his l3th season
of running the Bucs defense, and
the unit has ranked among the
best in the NFL for most of that
tenure;
Even before Tennessee offi
cially hired Lane Kiffin to
replace Phillip Fulmer, there
was speculation that the elder
Kiffin might be interested in
joining his son, who was fired
earlier this season by the
Oakland Raiders.
Gruden
said
Kiffin's
impending departure won't be a
distraction for the injurydepleted Bucs, who have fest
two straight games but remain in
contention for a playoff berth at
9-5. He also declined to
speculate about a possible
successor for the 68-year-old
assistant.
“We're going to finish this
season. We have a lot of guys
that are on the last year of their
contract players, coaches, that's
league-wide,” Gruden said.
“I don't want to speculate. I
want to finish the season. We've
done so many good things. ...
We're fighting through some
very tough injuries and we've
got “ to make some tough
decisions on where we go next.”
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About 45 minutes before your roast is done,
Preparing a special holiday dinner doesn’t
have to be complicated. Use the recipes and
tips provided here or log on to publix.com.

Original Recipe Dinner Rolls,
12-Count... .....

For a 4 l/2-lb rib roast (8 servings)

begin preparing scalloped potato recipe.

prepare roast following recipe instructions;

If your family and guests are hungry, prepare
some appetizers with Publix Deli Artichoke and

begin the roast about 3 hours before you
would like to serve.

Spinach Dip and Ritz Crackers.

Idaho or Red Potatoes.......
Whether they’re mashed, scalloped, or twice-baked, potatoes

Sterling Vintner’s Collection qqq
Wine .. ...... .. .... .... iz—

Bated fresh in the Publix Bakery, these tender rolls are the

remain unsurpassed for their simple, straightforward appeal—

perfect accompaniment to special meals. Warm them up in

not to mention their versatility. Be sure to incorporate them into

This ruby-red Caber net Sauvignon wi II complement your

your holiday meal, 5-lb bag

rib roast perfectly, 750-ml bot.

surprisingly low price

SAVE UP TO S.00

, the oven to take them to the peak of irresistibility, 12-oz pkg.

SAVE UP TO .SO

From California's Napa Valley to your holiday table.

Herb-Crusted
Rib RoasT
Prep and Cook: 3 hours
(Makes 8 servings)

Birds Eye

Frozen Vegetables........

I (3-4 rib) standing rib roast (4 1/2 Ib)

Assorted Varieties, 8 to 32-oz pkg.
or Corn On The Cob, 4 or 12-ct. pkg.

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

1/4 teaspoon fresh ground pepper
1 teaspoon minced garlic

Publix Half & Half..

.99

3 sprigs fresh parsley (rinsed)
1/3 cup plain bread crumbs

16-oz ctn.
1 teaspoon dried rosemary

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
1. Preheat oven to 325°F. Season roast on all sides

Kraft or Seven Seas
Dressing ........ ,.....

ree

Asserted Varieties, 16-oz bot. or Good Seasons,

with salt, pepper, and garlic. Place roast on rack in
13- x 9-inch baking dish (wash hands). Bake 1 1/2

14-oz bot. Quantity rights reserved.

hours. Meanwhile, chop parsley coarsely. Combine

SAVE UP TO 3.19

in small bowl with bread crumbs and rosemary; set
aside.

Kraft Shredded Cheese. (ro^4—

2. Remove roast from oven; coat with mustard and
then bread crumb mixture. Bake 1 more hour or

Or Crumbles or Cubes,

until internal temperature reaches 145°F (medium-

Assorted Varieties, 8-oz pkg.

rare) up to 170°F (well-done). Use a meat thermom

SAVE UP TO 3.18 ON 2

eter to accurately ensure doneness. Let roast Stand

£99
Standing Rib Roast...........D^ib

10-15 minutes; slice and serve.

This elegant meal centerpiece will impress ail who behold it—

I

and taste it. Because it’s Pubiix Premium Certified Beef,

100% Parmesan, 8-oz cont.

the quality comes through in every tender bite.

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

W

SAVE UP TO 4.00 LB

Publix Grated Cheese

00

All recipes: Publix Apron's*Simple Meals

Publix
WILL BE CLOSED

Christmas Day,
December 25
We’re taking the day off so
our associates can spend time
with their families and loved ones.
We will be open until 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 24 and regular
store hours on Friday, December 26.
Publix will be open until 10 p.m.*
December 17-23. *Unless regular
store hours are later.

Remove your roast from the oven when your meat
thermometer—inserted into the thickest part
(not touching bone or fat)—reaches 135°F or desired

After you've removed your roast, transfer it

Prepare herbed peas. When potatoes are done,

to a carving board and cover loosely with foil.

use resid ual heat in the oven to warm rolls

Let it stand 10-15 minutes before slicing.

for dinner and pie for dessert.

temperature. Complete potatoes and begin to bake.

Fresh Express
Salad Blend ....

Slice rib roast and serve.

.

Gourmet Apple Raisin
Walnut Pie

949

Publix Premium
Ice Cream ......

Balance out a rich holiday meal with a cool, crisp fresh green

Made with fresh apples, sweet raisins, and rich walnuts,

Every slice of pie deserves to be embellished by a scoop of ice

salad. This makes it easy: no washing, drying, or tearing of

this all-natural classic pie will sweeten your holiday experience,

cream. Achieve the ultimate in a-la-mode indulgence with our very

lettuce leaves required, 5 to 12-oz bag Quantity rights reserved.

43-oz size

own—made with pride in fhe Publix dairy plant, half-gal ctn.

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

SAVE UP TO 1.20

SAVE UP TO 2.58 ON 2

ft

ScallopeD Potatoes
Prep and Cook: 45 minutes
(Makes 8 servings)

i

??,:
I
i
I

(Makes 8 servings)

cooking spray

16 ounces frozen green peas

3 medium potatoes (rinsed)

1 tablespoon water

■

1 ta b te s po 0 n water ’

1/2 cup Caesar salad dressing

1 1/2 cups half-and-half A/C

1 tablespoon Italian seasoning herb paste

I

1 cup shredded mild Cheddar cheese

J
1
i

1. Combine peas and water in microwave1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

safe bowl. Cover and rhicrowave on HIGH 7

1/2 teaspoon minced gariic
minutes or until thoroughly heated.
1/2 teaspoon Dijon mustard
2. Drain peas and return to bowl; stir in

1/4 teaspoon pepper

remaining ingredients. Serve, '

1/4 cup shaved Parmesan cheese
1. Preheat oven to 325°F. Coat 2-quart shallow baking
dish with spray. Peel potatoes; slice thinly and place in
microwave-safe bowl with water. Cover and microwave
on HIGH 7-10 minutes or until tender when pierced

PUBLIX

GIFT

CARDS

:

with a fork.
2. Meanwhile, place half-and-half in medium sauce
pan; heat on medium 5-7 minutes or until warmed.
Whisk in remaining ingredients (except Parmesan
cheese); cook 3-4 minutes, stirring occasionally, .

Publix Deli Turkey Dinner

or until cheese melts.

The centerpiece ofthe traditional holiday feast is a

3. Remove from heat; stir potatoes into cheese sauce.
Pour mixture into baking dish; top with Parmesan
cheese. Bake 20-25 minutes or until cheese melts

11ft and sauce bubbles around' edge. Serve.

Three easy
WAYS TO BUY.

succulent, fully cooked turkey. It comes with delicious
dressing, mashed potatoes, rich turkey gravy and cranberry
orange relish. Our side dishes simply require baking before
serving. Turkey must be heated, per instructions prior to
serving, 10-12 Ib, serves 7-10.

• Stop by your neighborhood Publix

SURPRISINGLY LOW PR ICE

• Call us at 1-800-830-8159
• Buy gift cards online at publix.com/gift

Publix.

Prices effective Thursday, December 18
through Wednesday, December 24, 2008.
Only to Lake, Sumter, Polk and Osceola Counties.

Prices not effective at Publix Sabor.
Quantity Rights Reserved.
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UMOJA

KUJICHAGULIA

UJIMA

UJAMAA

Unity

Self-Determination

A commitment to the idea

A commitment to building

Collective Work
& Responsibility

Cooperative
Economics

of togetherness.

a meaningful life.

Relates to the common good
of family and community.

A belief that wealth and
resources should be shared

NIA

KUUMBA

IMANI

Purpose

Creativity

Faith

A day for reviewing the

Relates to building and

Belief in the victory of

purpose for living.

developing creative potential.*

one's own struggle.

Publix joins in celebrating the spirit of Kwarizaa.

Publix.
WHERE

SHOPPING

IS

A

PLEASURE®

publix.com
2008 Publix Asset Management Company

